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NEWSLETTER 

NEW FLOWERS FOR THE MONUMENTS 

For our spring/summer planting we will have selected  the following arrangement:


Right & left back corners: Red Canna (The President) 
24”-30” height.

Right & left center: Melampodium, Jackpot Gold

Center: Begonia Wax Red  Front: Yellow Joseph’s coat.

Similar arrangement for the SCR End caps and pillars.
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SPRING LAWN CARE TIPS 
With spring already arriving in the Carolinas there is plenty to do in the yard to win the battle 
of the encroaching weeds and other unwanted growth that can seem to pop up overnight 
this time of year. There are many Professional Services that can help take back control, but 
in case you are one of the weekend warriors that enjoy getting outdoors for a few hours then 
below are a few tips to help in your battle. 

• For fertilizers and weed control it is recommended to use a product like Scotts or other
equal supplier. For instance, each Scotts bag is denoted with a special color for specific
times of the year. (Blue Bag – Scotts Turf Builder with Halts Crabgrass Preventer
(Winter); Yellow Bag – Scotts Turf Builder with weed Control (Spring); Brown Bag –
Scotts Turf Builder with Winterguard (Fall, but only after reseeding Fescue and
confirming application dates with Supplier.)) All products are available at local hardware
stores such as Home Depot, Lowes, Ace Hardware, and many others. All application
times should be confirmed with the Supplier label or other Professional. Typically, 4-6
weeks between any applications are needed when applying lawn care products, but this
should be confirmed prior to application.After applying treatments for a year there should
be noticeable improvement.

• In some instances Homeowners may still be seeing Crabgrass in May even after treating
for it in February. If this is the case then there is a good chance the Crabgrass was there
from last year. The  preventer only treats new Crabgrass that has never sprouted. To treat
existing Crabgrass you will need to apply a spray product, which can be purchased at your
local hardware store.

• When treating weeds, you must first identify it. Below are a few common weeds seen this
spring in yards from the NC State Extension Website at: https://www.turffiles.ncsu.edu/
weeds-in-turf/.

• Broadleaf weeds can be easily killed with a lawn care product, but grass like weeds are
difficult to treat because they are a type of grass and most products used to kill them will
damage or kill your turf grass as well. Caution should be used when applying products to
treat grass like weeds. In most cases it is recommended to contact a Professional to treat
these types of weeds or if manageable then they can be pulled.
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• Check irrigation systems are operational and if winterized contact a Professional to turn
your system back on. Many pipes break, irrigation heads need adjusted, or irrigation
heads get damaged over the winter. If you do not want to contact a Professional to repair
then make a trip to the local hardware store to get the parts and advice on how to fix

• Fescue Lawns will need typically about 2 inches of water per week to establish good root
growth, but that may vary depending temperatures and evaporation. However, make sure
to avoid excessive watering as this can lead to fungus when temperatures are high.
Fescue should also be mowed each week at the highest mower setting. Consider applying
a fungus preventer in May/June to avoid the summer brown spots from July/Aug fungus.

• Bermuda Lawns will need approximately 1 inch of water per week; however, depending on
the temperatures and evaporation this may change. Bare spots in Bermuda Lawns can be
reseeded in May, just make sure to irrigate those areas to keep the seed moist.

• Freshen up those flowerbeds with fresh mulch or pine needles. Make sure to not push
mulch up against the collar of the tree or shrubs as this can damage and even kill the
plants.

• Typically, in the Carolinas the shrubbery will need to be trimmed in May,  so make plans to
trim or hire one of the many Professionals. You may also want to treat Shrubs during
spring and summer months to prevent diseases and insects that can destroy your plants.

• Trees also need attention, including Maples, which get infected with Gloomy Scale that
need to be treated during summer months, Cherry Trees that develop leaf spot, and
Arborvitaes that can be attacked by many pest including bag worms. Many products are
available at the local hardware store to treat these problems or you can hire Bartlett
Company, the SCR Arborist, at 704-588-1150 to help diagnose and treat these many
issues.
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• Make sure to spray a weed/grass killer on driveway and sideway cracks to kill off those
weeds and unwanted grass that sprouts up.

• By the way, another good idea is to put a fresh can of paint on mailboxes. A matching
color is Rust-Oleum Textured Black or equal that can be purchased at the local hardware
store. It is recommended to test a small area on your mailbox to confirm matching color
before applying to entire mailbox.

STOP THE CRAPE MYRTLE MURDER

One of the most beautiful and common trees in the south is the Crape Myrtle. However there 
is a lot of misinformation on how to manage them. For that reason we decided to reprint here 
an article from Greg Grant, Research Associate, Piney Woods Native Plant Center, Stephen 
F. Austin State University at Nacogdoches, Texas

Hideous crimes are being committed all ever Texas, some in our own front yards and many 
right in front of our local businesses. Unfortunately, many have turned a blind eye to the 
ongoing massacre. Not me! I can take it no more.
I am officially forming an advocacy group for plant’s rights. They can’t speak, so I’m going to 
speak for them. My first mission…to stop Crape Murder!
Lagerstroemia indica: The Crape myrtle. A native of China. The "Lilac of the South". The 
most popular flowering tree in the southern United States. Introduced to the U.S. by 
Frenchman Andre Michaux to South Carolina around 1786. Perhaps the most beautifully 
branching flowering tree in the world.
Crape myrtles are among the toughest, most adaptable, and showiest plants that we can 
grow in our Texas landscapes. They have very few pests. They bloom all summer long. They 
require no supplemental irrigation. They have exfoliating bark that reveals spectacular 
smooth trunks. And they happen to have a branching structure that any floral designer would 
crave. They pretty much do every thing but mow the lawn for us.

But for some reason, a mysterious reason that I haven’t quite 
solved, the majority of the "gardeners" (and ALL of the 
landscape crews) in Texas have made it a horrid ritual of 
butchering them.
Clip this portion of the article out and take it directly to your 
spouse, maintenance person, or nurseryman. I know of NO 
educated horticulturist or arborist that endorses the practice of 
topping crape myrtles or any ornamental trees for that matter. 
Go ahead. Pick up the phone. Call Neil Sperry. Call Dr. Bill 
Welch. Call the National Arboretum! You WILL NOT find any 
plant expert that will condone or recommend this practice.
Then why do we do it? Actually I have several theories. But I’m 
not going to share any of them with you for fear that you might 
some how feel justified in your arboreal disfigurement.
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I will tell you why not too, however. First of all it 
leaves horrible scars and wounds that last forever. 
That’s correct, FOREVER. I can show you exactly 
where any crape myrtle on earth was topped. It’s a 
"teenage tattoo" that can never be removed. It also 
makes a profusion of smaller branches resulting in a 
lack of proportion. All trees have a characteristic 
shape. It just so happens that crape myrtles have 
one of the most beautiful. Topping does create larger 
blooms, though fewer of them. Unfortunately these 
larger blooms on new shoots have a tendency to flop 

over and droop after summer rains (remember when it used to rain in the summer?). And 
finally it’s down right ugly. We don’t hack on dogwoods, redbuds, or Japanese maples. So 
why do we pick out the prettiest one of all to maim? Surely it’s not a "school girl" jealousy 
thing. How sick can we be to pick out the prettiest belle at the ball and scratch her face?
This practice may look appropriate behind a chain link fence in a Mississippi trailer park, but 
I can assure you it is not appropriate for any landscape that you intend to be admired. Some 
of the most beautiful homes in Texas are now marred by embarrassing crapemyrtles. On the 
other hand, take a trip to Baton Rouge, Mobile, or Charleston. They have an enduring 
admiration for their beautiful crape myrtles and wouldn’t think of undoing what nature has 
perfected.
The only pruning crape myrtles require is to thin out the trunks on young trees leaving 
somewhere around 3 to 7 permanents trunks. The fewer you have, the more you can admire 
their shape and smooth texture. Each year around early spring, all you do is remove any 
new suckers that appear from the ground or from you main trunks. That’s it. Yes, if the tree is 
small you can remove the seedpods, but realize that this is purely for aesthetic reason. 
Removing dried pods during the winter doesn’t promote any more bloom during the summer. 
Removing them during the summer does promote faster re-bloom however. This nonsense 
of pruning back to pencil size wood comes from recommendations from the 1960’s and is 
outdated. People apparently had a lot more free time on their hands then. There’s no telling 
how many thousands of dollars are wasted on incorrect pruning of crape myrtles. To be quite 
honest an unpruned crape myrtle is almost always superior in appearance to a 
"professionally" pruned one. Some things in nature are hard to improve on.
In my personal opinion, any landscape maintenance firm involved in this practice should be 
immediately fired! They are wasting your time and money and obviously don’t care what’s 
best for your plants or your landscape. If they took the time to educate themselves through 
seminars and reading, they would earn your money through more horticulturally sound 
practices.
I’m quite sure that the few of you left reading this soapbox diatribe can’t wait to tell me what 
many have in the past. "But Greg, they got too big!" Much better to cut it to the ground and 
start over, or pull it out entirely, than to maim it. Most folks don’t realize (but should) that 
there are many, many, cultivars of crape myrtles that have an ultimate height range from 3 
feet to 30 feet. For heavens sakes, don’t plant a 30 foot crape myrtle in a space designed for 
a 10 foot one.
Check with a reputable nursery. If a tree type is too large, there are many smaller types 
available, including mildew resistant ones. There are a number of improved semi-dwarf 
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cultivars in the 6-8 foot range including Acoma (white), Hopi (pink), Tonto (fuchsia), and 
Velma’s Royal Delight (purple) that make outstanding small trees. Trees that NEVER need 
topping, that is.
Thanks to King’s Nursery and Greenleaf Nursery, I have planted a collection of commercially 
available crape myrtle cultivars in the commuter parking lot on University Drive on the SFA 
University Campus. This will be one of the only places in the state where gardeners can 
come see what each named cultivar is SUPPOSED to look like, a sort of "abuse free" zone if 
you will. They won’t be sprayed, irrigated, or pruned. They’ll just stand there minding their 
own business, looking pretty in pink (and other colors as well, of course).
There have been articles on this same subject in Southern Living, Neil Sperry’s Gardens, 
and other southern magazines and newspapers. Unfortunately, the problem here seems to 
be getting exponentially worse each year. I can only assume that gardeners in Texas either 
don’t read, or don’t care.  
Please prove me wrong. STOP THE CRAPE MURDER!
Greg Grant is a research associate at the Piney Woods Native Plant Center, Stephen F. 
Austin State University, co-author of The Southern Heirloom Garden, a Master Texas 
Certified Nurseryman, and a member of the Garden Writers Association of America, the 
Southern Garden History Society, and the Lagerstroemia Jihad.

IRRIGATION TIMER RECOMENDATIONS

At the beginning of the season it is suggested that the timers be set for 3 days (alternating 
days) a week with rotors spraying for 15 mins and sprays at 5 mins.  Adjustments will be 
needed as the growing season goes forward with temperatures increasing.

Note: Every home is different and will need time adjustments depending on shade, drainage, 
nozzle type, seasonal adjustments, rain censors, weather, etc.
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